. While changes in 44 lifestyle have contributed to the epidemic of inflammatory disor-45 ders in modern societies there is a major underlying role for genet-46 ic predisposition in the development of aberrant inflammatory 47 responses. This raises the spectra that the origins of many inflam-48 matory diseases today are due to genetic traits selected, subject to 49 environmental stimuli, and retained throughout human evolution. 50 Stemming from Darwin's theory of natural selection is the concept 51 that ''infection begets natural selection in Homo sapiens '' as attrib-52 utable to the geneticist Haldane (Haldane, 1949 (Table   192 2). It is relevant to reiterate that not all helminth infections of hu- (Painter et al., 2005) , and those who were young children during 280 the siege of Leningrad in the 1940s (Sparen et al., 2004 Zaccone et al. (2010) , Saunders et al. (2007) and Saunders et al. (2007) Rheumatoid arthritis Exposure to schistosome eggs protects mice from TNBS-induced colitis. Am. J. 383
Physiol. Gastrointest. Liver Physiol. 284, G385-G391.
